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ABSTRACT: The workshop was conducted on the 

occasion of Children’s Day in India. The target 

population were children in Ghaziabad, who needed to 

be made aware of their rights and their bodily 

integrity, by becoming informed about how to 

differentiate between good and bad touch. 
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I. Concept Note 

According to a report published by Ministry of Women and Children 

welfare, Government of India, 55% of the children in India are 

subjected to child abuse. Nearly 27% children are victim to child 

marriage. In order to sensitize children about their rights. Legal Aid 

Centre of Symbiosis Law School, NOIDA conducted a sensitization 

drive in Indirapuram and sensitized children about the offences 

against children and remedies that are available to them. 

 

II. Objectives 

The twin objectives of this event were: 

1. Identifying the underlying issues which accompanies poverty 

for the children of these families- Sexual offences, 

Harassment/mistreatment by officials, Abuse by Guardians, 

trafficking, etc. 

2. To make the underprivileged children aware about the legal 

rights ad recourses, including the various helpline numbers 

and government schemes functional in the country to provide 

assistance for the same. 

 

III. Preliminary Preparations 

Before the event could be conducted, certain preliminary 

preparations were required to be undertaken, such as: 

1. Identifying an appropriate venue. 

2. Identifying the target population. 

3. Conducting research on the rights of the child. 

4. Preparing attractive pamphlets and posters. 
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IV. Conducting the Event 

On our arrival we were welcomes by Adv. Preeti Choudhary and 

Mr. Vikas Pal. We were asked to settle down and introduce 

ourselves to the children gathered there. The children expecting 

one of their regular classes in the evening were already prepared 

with their notebook and pens.  

We then informed the children a little about the purpose of Legal 

aid centre, and asked them a few questions about what are the 

benefits of education which they were receiving with the 

organization. This was in line with our goal for the day as we were 

there to make them aware about the rights and remedies which 

would help them if they were ever to find themselves at a place of 

discomfort or danger.  

First speaker was Soumya Srivastava, who explained in great 

details about the kinds of abuse children go through. She began 

with explaining the concept of child abuse. We were very surprised 

to notice that a lot of older children were already aware about the 

same and a lot of other things as well. 

The kinds of abuse included Physical Abuse, Mental Abuse, Sexual 

Abuse, and Neglect. The children were also told the signs they 

should be aware of while feeling discomfort and look out for their 

friends and family members. Along with this, the audience was also 

made aware about the new predatory methods, mainly involving 

the internet to approach and take advantage of children. We also 

included the part of telling the children some signs of predatory 

behaviors, like touching of private parts by anyone, calling names, 

stalking, taking private pictures of the child, etc.  

Child abuse also included Child labor and the kinds of it, namely, 

slavery, prostitution, child pornography and children working under 

the orders from third parties. The typical situation resulting in this 
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kind of work is great poverty including the lack of infrastructure 

and social guarantees.  

The children were also told about the gender discrimination 

prevalent in the society, which was followed by our second 

speaker, Twinkle Maddan, informing children about the problem of 

child marriage. She began with explaining the concept of child 

marriage and the legal age for marriage for everyone. What caught 

us by surprise was that a lot of them were already aware of the 

same. Child marriage refers to the social phenomenon where a 

young child is married to an adult man or the other kind where the 

parents of two children fix the marriage of the kids in future. 

Some of the common reasons for child marriage include gender 

inequality, social norms, perceived low status of girls, poverty, lack 

of education, safety concerns about the girl children and control 

over sexuality. The speaker also mentioned ho drastically child 

marriage can affect the child emotionally and mentally. 

Child marriage prevalence is generally defined as the percentage 

of women 20-24 years old who were married or in union before the 

age of 18. India is estimated to have over 24 million child brides. 

40% of the world’s 60 million child marriages take place in India 

according to the National Family Health Survey. India has the 14th 

highest rate of child marriage in the world, according to the 

International Center for Research on Women.  

The children were also made aware about the wide disparity of child 

marriage involving girl child and various gender specific affects of 

it. Some of the points included how girls who get married at an 

early age are often more susceptible to the health risks associated 

with early sexual initiation and childbearing, including HIV and 

obstetric Fistula. It also leads to a high rate of maternal and child 

mortality.  
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The speaker here also mentions various remedied available legally 

to children suffering, namely, POSCO Act and the Prohibition of 

Child Marriage Act, 2006. This law allows anyone who was a child 

at the time of getting married to legally undo it and provides for 

maintenance of the girl in child marriage. They were also informed 

about various avenues to declare a child out of child marriage to 

be legitimate and provision for their custody and maintenance. 

The speaker also mentions how an adult male, when marries t a 

child is illegal, but also that the person who performs or officiates 

such marriage is also guilty under these acts.  

The children were also told various authorities they can visit around 

them and their address along with helpline numbers written in the 

pamphlet. The authorities mentioned included District Court and 

Child Marriage Prohibition Office, along with Child Welfare 

Committee and Women’s Cell. 

Moving on to the third speaker, Pragya Patel, who informed the 

children about all the legal avenues available to them in case of 

any violation to the rights and life of the children. The adults in the 

audience were also made aware of their duties as the elders to look 

out for the kids and help prevent crimes against children.  

Along with this the children were educated about the rights 

available to protect themselves in case of absence of a guardian 

figure. The main acts in question were POCSO Act 2012 and the 

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. 

The children were informed first by the speaker about the key 

principles of the POCSO Act, 2012, some of them including, 

protection of children from any kind of physical, psychological, 

mental and emotional abuse and neglect and how the safety and 

security of the child is the most important feature of them all. 
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Moving on to the Juvenile Justice ( Care and Protection of Children) 

Act, 2015,  the features of the act included, the definition of the 

child in the act, that is, anyone who is below the age of 18 and 

further classification which was ‘child in conflict with the law’ and 

‘child in need of care and protection’. The children were also 

informed about various classifications of offences ranging from 

petty and serious to heinous. It was by this Act that it was 

recognized that the rights of juvenile accused are equally important 

as those of victim and therefore special provisions are proposed to 

tackle the heinous offences committed by the individuals in the 16-

18 age group. The act is an expansion of the previous act and now 

included a child who is found working in contravention of labor 

laws, is at the imminent risk of marriage before attaining the lawful 

age, residing with any person who has threatened to injure, 

exploit, abuse or neglect the child or violate any of the rights 

available to the child or any child whose parents or guardians who 

are unfit to take care of him/her. There was also mention of the 

Children Courts introduced under this act. 

After this, the fourth speaker, Sonvi Agrawal mentioned all the 

government schemes running in the state to help the children seek 

aid and assistance from the government. Some of the major 

schemes included were Sarv Shiksha Abhiyaan, which is a flagship 

programme under the ministry of Human Resources and 

Development of the GOI to achieve the Universalization of 

Elementary Education (UEE). The legal backing to SSA was 

provided when free and compulsory education for children in the 

age group of 6-14 years wad made a fundamental right in the 

Indian Constitution u/ Article 21A.  

The second scheme was the Right to Education Act, 2009 or RTE, 

which along with providing the guidelines to the teachers to 

maintain regularity in attending school, conducting and completing 

the entire curriculum within the specified time and assessing the 
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learning abilities of each child and accordingly supplementing any 

additional information; also included various provisions for children 

with special needs to study in vocational training centers, special 

schools created exclusively for them and an inclusive education 

setups with provisions to cater to their individual needs. The event 

also included the mention of various gender specific schemes for 

girl child including Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao Andolan and Balika 

Samriddhi Yojana. 

We hope that every child gets better quality education and living 

conditions in near future and aspire to take steps to help the cause. 

 

V. Response of the Target Population 

The children who comprised the target population responded with 

enthusiasm and great interest. 

 

VI. Conclusion 

A country’s success is built on the backs of its people. As the 

country with the highest population of young people, India is 

poised to take its place on the world stage, but this can only happen 

when the children’s rights are respected and fulfilled and they grow 

up to be healthy individuals capable of serving their country.   
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GLIMPSES OF THE EVENT 
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