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l. Concept Note

The Legal Aid Centre at SLS, Noida aims to create awareness among various sections and classes
of the society on the issue of third-genders. The ‘legal aid centre’ desires to make our society, a
non-gender sensitive one. It therefore stands aptly for the title “sensitization of Indian society

towards third gender persons”

The idea is to make the people understand that third genders are a part and parcel of humanity
and thereby our society. We have to accept them as individuals and support them in their
struggle for their rights as all these years their rights and more importantly their existence has
been neglected. Therefore, this awareness program wants to make sure that people don't look

down upon third genders and start respecting them as our fellow beings.

Il. Objectives

In our modern society, third gender seeks recognition of their existence. It is important for
the society to sensitize itself towards their needs. The concept of male and female is no longer
the case. Humanity has evolved and so have they. The presence of third genders need to be
accepted. The society not only needs to be aware but also needs to accept the Third Gender as

a part of their daily lives.

It is not about taking sides, it is not about gender, not about the sex, it is about the acceptance
of the truth, the truth that there are third gender persons and the issue should be about the
injustice they suffer these days, injustice by regressive laws, which should concern the society,

and not that they belong to a third gender.

Third gender is not something which is indifferent. It is a choice, a choice of the person. It is
their right to choose what they are. This thought has to be embedded in the minds of the

people to sensitize the society on third genders.
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e To remove any religious misconceptions and false notions about them and enlighten
them that all religions only vouch for love for humanity and that third genders are also a

part of humanity.

e To ensure that children, mainly adolescents, do not make fun or get scared by them. We
need to talk through them and make sure that third genders are no more a social stigma

in our society.

e To ensure people inculcate the spirit to fight for equal rights to the third genders.

lll. Preliminary Preparations

e Reading articles from various websites on the topic at hand to have a considerable
amount of information and forming a strong opinion.

e Mobilize a small group of volunteers who would help me in conducting the program.

e Printouts of banners, posters and pamphlets.

e Highlighting the statistics in the material provided and writing the important points in

English and the regional language Telugu.

IV. Conducting the Event

First, | thought of conducting the event in a slum. But due to a local festival, | had to change the
location. Then, | chose the walking club of the city as people of all age groups, of all classes and
sections of the society will be present. | started showing the posters first which caught the
attention of the surrounding people. Then, | started to explain individually to each person about
the topic to which they listened with great interest. Some also asked questions regarding the

topic.

V. Response of the Target Population

Some people listened with great interest. People of middle age were identifying more with our
ideology whereas the older people, orthodox in nature, are guided by religious misconceptions.

| explained about these false notions clearly. They accepted them to be good luck during family
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celebrations but were not comfortable with the hypothetical situation of their son or daughter

to belong to a transgender.

VI. Future Plan of Action

These programs should be conducted more often and the members of the LAC should be
properly trained with the ideology and matter on the topic at hand so that it becomes easier for

us to answer the queries of the people easily.

VII. Suggestions/Feedback

e The program should be conducted in groups. Handling the whole thing by one person is

a bit difficult, especially while dealing with people.

e Explaining everything present on the posters and pamphlets was time consuming as this

has to be done (translated) in addition to preaching our ideology.

e If the program is done in a group, prior permission of the local concerned authorities

should be taken as they will often prove to be a thorn in the eye otherwise.

e Educate the members of the LAC first. These topics could be handled by a single person
but if the topic is complicated then education of the members of the LAC on that topic is

a must.

VIII. Concluding Remarks

This was a good learning experience for us. We got the opportunity to take a progressive stand
on a sensitive and important issue and also got the chance to educate people on this. Also, as a
para legal volunteer, it was it was of great help as we got to know some techniques in dealing

with some arrogant people.
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List of ‘office bearers’ of Legal Aid Centre, Symbiosis Law School, Noida

- Dr. Madhuker S. (Asstt. Prof. of Law) Head

Ms. Sugandha Sharan (Batch 2011-16) Convener

Mr. Aakash Gakhar (Batch 2012-17) Co-convener

Ms. Aerika Singh (Batch 2012-17) Para-legal Volunteer
Ms. Shivani Dang (Batch 2012-17)

Para-legal Volunteer

Ms. Srishti Girdhar (Batch 2013-18)
Para-legal Volunteer

Ms. Jasveen Kaur (Batch 2013-18)
Para-legal Volunteer

Ms. Maithili Moondra (Batch 2013-18)
Para-legal Volunteer

Mr. Yash Kotak (Batch 2013-18)
Para-legal Volunteer

Ms. Srijata Majumdar (Batch 2013-18)
Para-legal Volunteer

Ms. Antara Rastogi (Batch 2013-19)
Para-legal Volunteer

Ms. Nayanika Ruia (Batch 2013-18)
Para-legal Volunteer

Ms. Nikhita Kansal (Batch 2014-19)
Para-legal Volunteer

Contact No.

9811083999

9654140774

9958187490

8882880000

9650800500

9871017608

9911121638

8826307196

8527272859

9871855424

8030887782

8826779686

9814843024
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Ms. Sohini Chaudhary (Batch 2014-19)

Ms. Aastha Garg (Batch 214-19)

Mr. Saurabh Vamsi (Batch 2014-19)

9088100513
Para-legal Volunteer

9999510912
Para-legal Volunteer

7042254054

Para-legal Volunteer
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